
Conceived by Patricia Phillips
2007-2008 Howard County Teacher of the Year

Reading Specialist
Phelps Luck Elementary School

Columbia, MD

Lesson Plan for Benny and Penny in Just Pretend
by Geoffrey Hayes

 

 

 

 

Overview Students will learn to identify text features used in comics. 

Subject Language Arts  

Grade Level(s) First and Second grade 

Suggested Time 45 minutes 

Materials Benny and Penny by Geoffrey Hayes 

Drawing materials 

Copy of Activity Sheet 

Objectives Students will be able to: 

• identify the parts of a comic as text features 

• create a comic strip using text features 

Lesson Use the Text Feature worksheet to explain each part of a comic to the 

students. 

 

After reading Benny and Penny with your class, take a second look at the 

book to point out and identify the text features you have introduced. 

Have students complete Activity Sheet by finding text features in images 

from the book. 

 

Look at pages 15 and 30 from Benny and Penny and have students work 

with a partner to identify the text features they see on the pages. Have 

students share with the class. 

Follow Up 

Activity 

Have students create a comic strip using some of the text features they 

have learned. 
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Benny and Penny in Just Pretend 
 by Geoffrey Hayes

(RAW Junior/TOON Books, 
ISBN 978-0-9799238-0-7)



Benny and Penny Activity Sheet
Name: ________________________________		  Date: __________________

Directions: Comics use different text features to tell a story. After you learn about speech balloons, thought bal-
loons, captions, and sound effects, see if you can find examples in the pictures below from Benny and Penny!

Speech Balloon		  When a character speaks, his or her words are shown in a speech balloon. 		
					     The tail of the balloon always points to his or her mouth.

Thought Balloon		  When a character thinks silently, his or her thoughts are shown in a 
					     different balloon. Instead of a tail, there is a trail of little bubbles.

Caption				    A caption describes something that is happening in the story.

Sound Effect			   A sound effect is a word that is drawn to show a noise.

Beneath each picture from Benny and Penny, write all the text features you see! Then, make 
your own comic strip by drawing characters and writing what they are saying and thinking!

1. ______________        2. ______________	                  3. ______________			      

	

6 7

Benny?

enny cannot find 
Benny.

I’m brave 
Benny the 

Pirate! 

  here is  
  Benny?

ere he is!

Yo! Ho! Ho! 
Hand over 
the gold!

Benny!

Play with 
me!

10 11

It’s 
a pirate 

ship!

No. It’s 
a box.

It’s 
pretend!

12 13

Listen, Penny! 
“NO” means NO!

Give me 
a hug!

Pirates don’t hug!
You don’t know 

anything!

Little 
pest!

Huggy?

Mom! I think it’s 
Penny’s nap time.

No,  
Mommy, 

no! 

No, 
it’s not!

Benny?
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